A lack of anaesthetic clinical attachments for emergency medicine advanced trainees in New Zealand: perceptions of directors of emergency medicine training.
Anaesthetic skills are a core competency for emergency physicians. Anecdotally, there are limited anaesthetic attachments specifically available for Emergency Medicine Advanced Trainees (ATs). This study had several aims: Firstly, to quantify anaesthetic terms set aside for ATs; secondly, to gauge the opinions of Directors of Emergency Medicine Training (DEMTs) regarding the importance and difficulty in securing and maintaining anaesthetic training terms for ATs in their institutions; thirdly, to outline strategies that DEMTs used to get or maintain these posts and their opinions about what institutions should do to provide anaesthetic training for ATs. An online qualitative survey was emailed to all DEMTs of hospitals accredited for vocational ED training within New Zealand. Registered Medical Officer (RMO) units at accredited hospitals were asked to provide numbers of anaesthetic places available specifically for ATs. Annually there are 15 anaesthetic training posts set aside for 145 ATs. Most DEMTs thought that an anaesthetic term was important for progression of vocational training, and a majority thought that term availability was a significant barrier to progression of training. A number of DEMTs felt that procuring and maintaining anaesthetic posts was difficult, some citing a lack of collegiality from anaesthetic departments. Some DEMTs and ATs used novel approaches to procure anaesthetic attachments. Anaesthetic skills are an essential component of emergency medicine vocational training. It is in the best interests of hospitals to provide anaesthetic training positions for ATs. There are few training positions currently available.